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2AT  TRADE  -1955 


International  trade  in  meat  during  1955  probably  established  a  new 
high  for  the  postwar  period.    The  improved  economic  situations  in  the 
livestock  exporting  and  importing  countries  have  resulted  in  larger  con- 
sumption of  meat  and  meat  products.    The  trade  expanded  considerably 
during  1956  and  may  continue  its  upward  trend. 

World  meat  exports  rose  moderately  in  1955 •    Exports  from  the  hk 
countries  for  which  detailed  estimates  have  been  prepared  totaled  almost 
5  billion  pounds  compared  with  4.8  billion  a  year  earlier  and  4.5  billion 
the  averages  during  both  1946-50  and  1934-38. 

The  high  level  of  trade  reflects  large  production  in  the  principal 
surplus  producing  countries  and  the  continued  strong  demand  for  meat  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  in  Western  Europe.  From  the  end 
of  World  War  II  through  1955  there  was  a  general  increase  in  the  import 
requirements  of  Western  Europe,  despite  sharply  increased  domestic  meat 
production • 


Exports  from  South  America  in  1955  continued  to  increase  for  the 
third  consecutive  year.    Exports  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  continued 
at  very  high  levels  and  were  larger  than  in  195^  •    There  was  a  significant 
decline  in  the  movement  from  North  America  reflecting  smaller  shipments 
from  Canada  and  Mexico. 


Argentina  became  the  world's  largest  exporter  of  meat  in  1955  export- 
ing the  equivalent  of  1.2  billion  pounds  of  carcass  meat.    New  Zealand 
was  the  second  largest  exporter  (888  mil,  pounds),  Denmark  was  the  third 
largest  (872  mil.)  and  Australia  was  the  fourth  largest  (668  mil.).  These 
four  countries  accounted  for  69  percent  of  the  movement  into  international 
trade.    Netherlands1  shipments  of  338  million  pounds  accounted  for  5  per- 
cent of  the  world  trade.    Ireland,  Poland,  the  United  States  and  France  were 
the  other  leading  exporters,  whose  combined  shipments  accounted  for  540 
million  pounds  or  11  percent  of  the  world  trade.    The  leading  9  countries 
therefore  were  the  origin  of  90  percent  of  all  meat  moving  from  the  44 
countries  under  review. 

Although  Argentina's  exports  continued  to  rise  in  1955  they  did  not 
reach  the  prewar  level.    The  export  movement  has  been  limited  by  low  fixed 
prices  of  meat  to  consumers  and  a  general  shortage  of  slaughter,  storage 
and  shipping  facilities.    The  upward  trend  in  exports  continued  in  1956. 
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MEAT  H    International  Trade,  Averages  1934-38  and  1946-50, 
Annual  1952-55 

Exports 


Country 
or  area 

1934-38 

1946-50 

I952 

2/  1954 

2/  i?55 

Mil. lbs. 

Mil. lbs. 

Mil .lbs • 

Ml ,1. .IDS  . 

Mil .  ID  S  . 

Mil. lbs . 

North  America  -  Total 

310 

A43 

j/^ 

39fi 

do  3 

United  States  ! 

111 

~\  ho 

i  m 

1  PI 
Ir  1, 

1  3A 
J.  30 

Other 

193 

1.  -3), 

OOl 
d.r.L 

<=0? 

125 

Western  Europe  -  Total 

858 

533 

1,332 

1,359 

l,6ol 

1      ^  f  r\ 

1,660 

united  ivinguom 

28 

2 

n 

10 

15 

18 

Other 

830 

531 

1,321 

1,349 

1,666 

1,642 

Eastern  Europe 

143 

42 

124 

159 

151 

167 

U.S.S.R. 

8 

2/ 

2/ 

3/ 

U 

Philippine  Rep. 

2.035 

1,733 

842 

932 

1,182 

1,290 

Africa  . 

63 

56 

47 

32 

29 

18 

1,090 

1,273 

1,387 

1,576 

1,446 

1,556 

norm   lu  wax 

4,480 

4,102 

4  3n3 

k  Rl  S 

Imports 

North  America  -  Total 

29b 

260 

587 

cnn 

LAS 

490 

United  States 

dad 

219 

502 

4  jo 

111  0 

399 

Other 

34 

41 

85 

71 

91 

Western  Europe  -  Total 

3,005 

3,765 

2,831 

5,<MI 

0  ftrY7 
3,097 

3  4^6 

3,033 

2,4n 

3  178 

Other 

409 

732 

420 

429 

471 

614 

Eastern  Europe 

5 

142 

39 

6 

55 

42 

U.S.S.R. 

6 

67 

13 

78 

323 

79 

Philippine  Rep. 

12 

17 

9 

14 

27 

27 

S rill t Vi   fljnf* T"I  si 

7 
1 

40 

55 

44 

s4 

34 

Africa 

?0 

23 

26 

24 

■3 
J 

Oceania 

~— — — — — 

World  Total 

4,212 

4,315 

3,560 

 ;  

4,282 

4,413 

—————— 

4,572 

Net  Exports 

North  America  -  Total 

14 

583 

— 

Unltea  btates 

— 

190 

uuner 

159 

393 

"l36 

83 

129 

3k 

Western  Europe  -  Total 

United  Kingdom 

Other 

901 

Eastern  Europe 

138 

85 

153 

96 

125 

U.S.S.R. 

2 

Philippine  Rep. 

- 

_ 

_ 

South  America 

2,028 

1,693 

787 

888 

1,128 

1,256 

Africa 

43 

33 

21 

8 

16 

14 

Oceania 

1,090 

1,273 

1,387 

1,576 

1,446 

1,556 

Net  Imports 

North  America  -  Total 

- 

217 

204 

162 

227 

United  States 

145 

353 

287 

- 

291 

261 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

Western  Europe  -  Total 

3,007 

3,232 

1,499 

2,248 

1,772 

2,237 

United  Kingdom 

3,428 

3,031 

2,400 

3,168 

2,967 

3,355 

Other 

201 

Eastern  Europe 

:  100 

U.S.S.R. 
Philippine  Rep. 

:  12 

:  67 

:  13 

:  78 

323 

79 

South  America 

:  17 

•  9 

14 

:  27 

Africa 

Oceania 

-   »ntt™7/,   r  ^.cucciba  weignt.  equivalent  includes  beef  and  veal,  pork, 

wS^J^.^i  6°a*  ^  horse  meat^  exc^s  live  animals,  edible  variet?  meats, 
-Lard,  rabbit  and  poultry.  *  ' 

2/  Preliminary.    3/  Not  available. 

SfLSrt?Lbo^^  With,eXP°rtS  aS  tradS  stati^ics  of  some  countries,  especially 
war  vea^f  COUf  rieS>  do  not  sh°"  separately  meat  import  figures.    .Uso,^n  post- 

Z^X  inc^L  T       I  ^  n0t  ?ublished  trad«  statistics.    Prior  to  1953  data  for 

Som  SSude  Sonrt      .^^^^  °f  liVe  Cattle  exported.     Eata  for  the  United 
rvingoom  include  imports  of  edible  variety  meats. 
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Conditions  appear  favorable  for  a  continued  general  increase  in  exports 
of  meat  from  New  Zealand  and  Australia.    Livestock  numbers  are  large  and 
grazing  conditions  have  been  most  favorable  for  an  increase  in  the  meat 
animal  output. 

Exports  of  meat  from  Poland  to  the  free  world  apparently  totaled 
around  135  million  pounds  in  1955,  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 
Poland's  exports  are  chiefly  bacon,  other  pork  products  and  beef  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  canned  hams  and  shoulders  to  the  United  States.  Poland 
also  carries  on  a  smaller  trade  with  a  large  number  of  other  countries. 

Hungary  exported  around  30  mill  ion  pounds  of  meat  products  to  the 
free  world  in  I955  or  more  than  twice  the  quantity  shipped  out  in  195U« 

Mexico's  exports  of  meat  to  all  countries  totaled  only  30  million 
pounds  and  were  even  smaller  in  I956.    Canada's  exports  reached  93  million 
pounds  in  1955  but  this  was  partly  offset  by  imports  of  57  million. 

Ireland's  total  exports  of  meat  dropped  sharply  in  1955  but  exports 
of  cattle  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  at  a  high  level.    Most  of  Ireland's 
export  supplies  normally  go  to  the  United  Kingdom  but  exports  to  other 
European  countries  increased  in  195&. 

France  has  become  a  significant  exporter  of  meat  in  recent  years 
largely  as  a  result  of  governmental  encouragement  of  large  meat  production 
and  price  support  activities  which  have  encouraged  exports.  However, 
France  is  also  a  fairly  large  importer  of  meats  and  net  exports  dropped 
sharply  in  1955*    Consumer  demand  continued  to  rise.    A  further  decline  in 
net  exports  is  likely  in  195&. 

The  United  States  is  a  fairly  large  exporter  of  meat  and  is  also  a 
large  importer.    United  States'  exports  of  carcass  meat  products  rose  moder- 
ately in  1955  and  totaled  considerably  larger  than  in  I956.    On  the  other 
hand,  imports  declined  moderately  in  1955  to  the  lowest  level  since  1950. 
Imports  during  the  year  1956  totaled  somewhat  less  than  in  1955. 

Imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  in  1955  of  3.k  billion  pounds  rose  to 
the  highest  level  in  recent  years  but  still  continued  slightly  below  their 
prewar  average.    The  United  Kingdom  accounted  for  72  percent  of  the  world's 
imports  in  1955*    Ihe  high  level  of  meat  production  in  the  United  Kingdom 
is  limiting  imports  to  that  market.    Imports  from  the  United  States  are 
very  small  because  of  Britain's  dollar  shortage  and  the  prohibition  of  un- 
cooked pork  products. 

The  U.K.  imports  its  additional  supplies  from  a  large  number  of  coun- 
tries but  obtains  most  of  the  supplies  from  Argentina,  New  Zealand,  Australia, 
Denmark,  Ireland,  the  Netherlands  and  Poland.    Imports  from  Canada  have 
been  of  decreasing  importance  in  recent  years. 
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Imports  into  Western  Europe  (excluding  the  United  Kingdom)  rose  each 
year  from  420  million  pounds  in  1952  to  6lk  million  in  1955.    These  imports 
represented  13  percent  of  the  world's  trade  in  1955-    Imports  by  Greece, 
Italy,  Switzerland  and  Spain  were  significantly  greater  in  1955  than  a  year 
earlier.    Imports  into  Norway  and  Sweden  decreased  materially  in  1955 • 

Imports  "by  the  United  States  during  1955  of  399  million  pounds  repre- 
sented 9  percent  of  the  world's  total.    The  U.S.  import  trade  consists 
largely  of  canned  Vigms  and  shoulders  from  Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  Poland, 
Western  Germany  and  Canada  and  canned  "beef,  mostly  corned,  from  Argentina 
and  Uruguay.    Some  cured  beef  is  imported  from  Mexico  and  fresh  and  frozen 
beef  from  Canada. 

Russia's  Imports  of  meats  declined  sharply  in  1955  from  the  record  im- 
ports of  1954,  on  the  basis  of  reports  from  exporting  countries.  Apparently 
imports  in  1954  reached  323  million  pounds  but  declined  to  79  million  in 
1955.    Reports  of  Russian  purchases  in  195 6  indicate  even  smaller  imports. 

Total  imports  of  the  6  Eastern  European  countries  in  1955  apparently 
totaled  around  40  million  pounds  compared  with  56  million  a  year  earlier, 
Czechoslovakia  and  Eastern  Germany  were  the  largest  importers. 
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